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 Samuel was old and had been a judge for many 
years.  He raised up his sons as judges over Israel. 
 
 But Samuel’s sons were wicked and did not 
follow God.  They cheated the people and made 
rulings for their own profit. 
 
 Finally the Israelites gathered together before 
Samuel and asked for a king.  Samuel frowned at 
them, “Didn’t they realize they had God as a king,” 
he thought. 
 
 He went to God and prayed, “What should I tell 
them God?  They’re rejecting me and You.  They are 
sinning against You.” 
 
 God’s still calm voice came to Samuel, “They did 
not reject you, but Me.  Go warn them what will 
happen.  Tell them the cost of a king.  If they still 
want one, then give them what they want.”
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 Samuel talked to them and warned them about 
the rights of a king. 
 
 “He will take your daughters and use them as 
maids or to serve in his kitchens.  Your sons will 
drive his chariots or fight in his army.  He will take 
your crops to feed his house.  Your sheep will feed 
him.  He will take your land and give it to his 
friends.”  Samuel looked out over them, searching 
for understanding, but saw none. 
 
 “We understand all of this.  We want a king just 
like all of the other nations.” 
 
 “Very well, I will do as you ask,” Samuel 
answered.
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 Sometime later a Benjamite named Saul was out 
looking for his missing donkey with his servant.  Saul 
was strong, tall, and handsome.  He looked like a 
king. 
 
 “Let’s go back now.  We’ve been searching a 
couple of days now and Dad will be worried,” Saul 
said. 
 
 “Just up this hill is a prophet of God.  Let’s ask 
him about the sheep and then go home,” said the 
servant. 
 
 Samuel saw Saul coming and realized who he 
was.  “You’re just the man I was looking for,” called 
out Samuel. 
 
 “I don’t think so, I’m from the smallest tribe, my 
family is not important,” answered Saul. 
 
 “Never the less, come join me for dinner.”
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 Samuel placed Saul at the head of the table, 
then turned to his servants, “Go get the meat I set 
aside, our guest of honor is here.” 
 
 They all ate together and enjoyed a fine meal.  
“Come,” Samuel led Saul outside.  They stepped a 
little ways away. 
 
 “God told me you were coming today.  I set 
aside the place of honor for you because you will be 
Israel’s king.  Now kneel so I can anoint you as king.” 
 
 Saul kneeled before Samuel and the oil was 
poured over his head anointing him. 
 
 “I will see you again in seven days,” Samuel said 
as Saul left to catch up to his servant.  
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 Samuel called all of Israel together, “God says, ‘I 
brought you out of Egypt.  I delivered you from 
Pharaoh and from those who oppressed you.  Today 
you’ve rejected God and asked for a king.  Now 
come forward tribe by tribe and I will reveal your 
king to you.” 
 
 All the tribes came forward and Benjamin was 
chosen.  Then it was narrowed down to clan, family, 
and finally to Saul.  But no one could find him 
anywhere. 
 
 They prayed and God said, “He has hidden 
among the bags.”   
 
 When they found him and he stood up they 
discovered he was taller than any of them. 
 
 All of Israel there swore fealty to Saul.  But some 
were saying, “Who is this man?  Why should we 
follow him?”  
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 Samuel stepped forward, “I have served you to 
the best of my ability.  If anyone thinks I have failed 
you, speak now.”  All was silent, so he continued, 
“Listen to what God has done for you.  You cried out 
to God while enslaved in Egypt.  He heard you and 
raised up Moses to lead you out of Egypt. 
 
 Then you forgot what God had done and 
worshipped Baals.  He allowed others to enslave 
you, Midianites, Moabites, Philistines, and more.  
Each time you would remember God and cry out to 
him. 
 So God sent many Judges, Deborah, Samson, 
Gideon, Shamgar.  While they lived you followed 
God, but you forget so quickly. 
 
 Now you have called for a king.  Here is your 
king.  Follow God, follow your king, and it will go 
well with you.  But, if you rebel against God and 
your king; God will be against you.” 
 



 14 

  



 15 

 
 One day Saul had the entire army gathered and 
was waiting for Samuel to offer the sacrifices.’ 
 
 “Where is he?” muttered Saul, “It’s been a  
week.  I’ll just do it.”  He took the knife and started 
the offering. 
 
 Just as he finished Samuel walked up, “What are 
you doing Saul?” 
 
 “I had to offer the sacrifices.  The army was 
starting to leave, so I forced myself to give the 
offerings.  It wasn’t my idea,” Saul tapered off, 
stopping as he saw Samuel’s face. 
 
 “You have disobeyed God.  It was not your place 
to offer that sacrifice.  God has removed His favor 
on you.  He has found a new king to follow you.  
Someone who runs hard after God’s heart.” 
 
 Saul hung his head in sorrow.
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The Israelites went out and attacked, they fought 
with few weapons, but they fought because their 
God and their king called them to. 
 
 One day, Saul’s son, Jonathan, crept quietly to 
his servant.  “Shhhhh, let’s go attack the Philistines 
secretly.” 
 
 They headed towards a Philistine encampment 
on a hill.  Before they reached it, Jonathan stopped 
and kneeled to pray. 
 
 “God, this attack is in your hands.  If this is not 
the right time, then stop us.”
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 Jonathan stood up and looked questioningly at 
his servant.  “Shall we go?” 
 
 “I’ll follow you all the way sir.” 
 
 They rushed up the hill knocking arrows aside 
and took the garrison. 
 
 All of Philistia heard of Jonathan’s victory and 
were scared. 
 
 The Israelites took the field after Jonathan’s 
victory and fought on, killing many more Philistines. 
 
 But they did not kill all of them that day.
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 King Saul threw his crown in frustration, “I vow 
no one will eat today unless we have killed the 
Philistines and defeated them here,” he swore. 
 
 Word ran quickly through the camp not to eat, 
but Jonathan didn’t hear. 
 
 As they passed through the woods he ate some 
honey he found. 
 
 A nearby soldier gasped when he saw Jonathan 
eating.  “Sir, your father said not to eat today.” 
 
 “That was a foolish plan.  Look how much 
energy I have from eating.” 
 
 Eventually they caught the Philistines and 
defeated them.  The Israelites took the cows and 
slaughtered them, eating as soon as the cows were 
dead.
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 The news got back to Saul they were eating food 
that wasn’t ready to eat and were sinning. 
 
 “What is this?” he roared, “Why is everyone 
around me not doing what they should?  Stop 
sinning!” 
 
 He went to the priests and asked what they 
should do.   “There is sin somewhere in this camp,” 
they answered. 
 
 “Whoever has sinned will die!”  Saul swore.  
Then they cast lots and God revealed it was either 
Saul or Jonathan.  Jonathan confessed eating the 
honey, and Saul tied up Jonathan not sure what to 
do. 
 
 The army stepped forward and said, “You will 
not kill him.  He gave us this victory.”
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 Samuel came to Saul and said, “God has told me 
you are to attack King Amalek next.  He wants all of 
them killed, not a single person, not an animal is to 
be taken, no plunder brought back.” 
 
 Saul went out and gathered the army.  They first 
warned the Kenites to leave, or they would be 
killed. 
 
 Then they attacked the Amalekites.  They stood 
no chance, King Saul led a brilliant military victory 
and he went in and captured their king and took 
their treasure for himself and the army. 
 
 After they returned to their camp, Saul created 
a monument to himself and set it up saying, “I have 
fought a great battle and won a great victory for 
us.” 
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 Samuel came to see the great victory God had 
given to Saul.  As he walked up he saw sheep and 
cows in the fields and piles of treasure in the camp. 
 
 “What have you done?  Why do I hear sheep 
and cows?”  Samuel asked in frustration. 
 
 “I obeyed God.  I brought these back to give to 
God as sacrifices.”  Saul gestured around at all the 
things he had brought. 
 
 “Why didn’t you obey God?  This was your final 
chance.”  Samuel turned away in disappointment. 
 
 “I wanted to, but the people said we needed to 
take it,” Saul tried again. 
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“God does not need you to bring Him more 
sacrifices.  God wants you to obey Him and do His 
will.  Because of what you have done today, God 
has chosen another.  He will remove His favor from 
you.” 
 
 “I’m sorry.  I didn’t mean to disobey.  Please 
don’t let Him reject me!”  Saul pleaded desperately. 
 
 Samuel stood up and shook the dust off his feet, 
“I will not return again.” 
 
 “Wait, no, please don’t go.  Give me another 
chance,” Saul begged. 
 
 “God has chosen another,” Samuel said over his 
shoulder.  “You will not see me again.” 
 
 Samuel left there and returned to his home.  
There he sat and cried for the mistakes of Saul and 
his failure as a king.
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Questions 
 
Younger Kids 
1. Did Saul want to be king at first?  What about at 

the end of the story, do you think he wanted to be 
king then? 

2. Was Saul making wise choices when he made 
his promises? 

3. What did Saul do that was disobeying God when 
he kept the treasure? 

 
Middle Kids 
1. Read 1 Samuel 8:6.  Did Samuel agree with their 

request?  Did he tell everyone that right away?  
How often do you think before you speak? 

2. Read 1 Samuel 8:9.  What does God want 
Samuel to warn the Israelites about?  Do you ever 
think through the cost of your requests?  

3. Read 1 Samuel 9:3-4.  What is Saul doing here?  
Do you think he wanted to go look for the 
donkey?  Did he just look a little bit? 
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4. Read 1 Samuel 13:11-12.  What excuses does 
Saul give for disobeying God?  What excuses do 
you give for disobeying? 

5. Who did Saul build a monument to?  Read 1 
Samuel 15:12.  Who won that battle? 

 
 
Older Guys 
1.  Read 1 Samuel 8:3 and 1 Samuel 2:12.  What 

parallels do you see between these two?  In either 
case did the parents seem to be aware of what 
was going on? 

2. Read 1 Samuel 8:9-17.  What are the costs of a 
king?  Can you think of anything you’ve wanted 
that had hidden costs you didn’t think about at 
first? 

3. Where does Samuel go to tell Saul he will be 
king?  Read 1 Samuel 9:25-27.  Is it wise to tell 
someone big news in a large crowd or to let them 
digest it in private? 

4. Read 1 Samuel 11:11.  Is it okay to attack at 
night? 
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5. Read 1 Samuel 14:7-10.  What do you notice 
about Jonathan?  Is he a good leader?  How is he 
trusting God? 

6. Does Saul always think through his actions?  
Read 1 Samuel 13:9; 14:24, 33-34, and 37-39. 

7. Why did the Israelites spare the Kenites?  Read 
Ex 18:10 and 19 and Numbers 10:29, 32. 

8. Read 1 Samuel 15:20-21 and Genesis 3:11-12.   
Do you see any similarities? 

 
Activities 
1. Cut out the pictures of Saul, and decide if Saul is 

obeying God or disobeying God. 
2. Hide a toy in your house and look for it like Saul 

did for his donkey. 
3. Play “Mother May I,” and remember to obey, 

unlike Saul who did not wait for God and for God’s 
permission. 

 
Online 

1.  Saul is made king worksheets-
http://www.calvarycurriculum.com/pdf/childrens

curriculum/OLD/CURR075.PDF 

http://www.calvarycurriculum.com/pdf/childrenscurriculum/OLD/CURR075.PDF
http://www.calvarycurriculum.com/pdf/childrenscurriculum/OLD/CURR075.PDF
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2. Saul’s vow worksheets- 

http://www.calvarycurriculum.com/pdf/childrens

curriculum/OLD/CURR076.PDF 
3. Saul is rejected by God worksheets-

http://www.calvarycurriculum.com/pdf/childrens

curriculum/OLD/CURR077.PDF 
4. Collection of ideas for Saul as king- 

http://www.mssscrafts.com/oldtestament/kingsau

l.htm 
  

http://www.calvarycurriculum.com/pdf/childrenscurriculum/OLD/CURR076.PDF
http://www.calvarycurriculum.com/pdf/childrenscurriculum/OLD/CURR076.PDF
http://www.calvarycurriculum.com/pdf/childrenscurriculum/OLD/CURR077.PDF
http://www.calvarycurriculum.com/pdf/childrenscurriculum/OLD/CURR077.PDF
http://www.mssscrafts.com/oldtestament/kingsaul.htm
http://www.mssscrafts.com/oldtestament/kingsaul.htm
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Saul obeying God Saul disobeying God 
  

         

 


