
Stephen, the First Martyr 
Acts 6:1-7:60 
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 In the early days of the church there was a 
problem as the numbers of believers grew.  There 
were two groups of believers, Hebrew Jews, who 
lived in Israel, and Greek Jews, who lived among the 
Greeks.   
 
 Now the believers at that time collected money 
and food to take care of the widows and orphans 
among them.  The Greek believers began to 
complain that their widows were being ignored 
when the supplies were given out. 
 
 The apostles gathered all of the believers 
together.  “Bothers and Sisters, as you know, we are 
fully involved in doing God’s work, in prayer and 
telling people about the wonders of Jesus.  It would 
not be good for us to stop that work to handle this.  
Please choose 7 men who are full of the Spirit, to 
take care of giving out the food and the money.”  
The believers did so and one of the men they chose 
was called Stephen. 
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 Now Stephen was full of the grace of God and 
would go out among the Jews preaching and 
performing wonders.  Jews from Asia Minor began 
to grumble about him.  Unable to argue with him, 
they brought Stephen before the Sanhedrin, 
accusing him of speaking blasphemy about Moses 
and God. 
 
 “This man preaches to the people, brothers, he 
says this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy the very 
House of God.  He says this Jesus will abolish the 
rules we have from Moses himself.” 
 
 “Are these charges true?” the chief priest asked 
Stephen. 
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 “Brothers and Fathers, listen to me!  God 
appeared to Abraham while he lived in his father’s 
land.  God commanded him, “Go to the land I will 
show you,” and Abraham went.   
 
 God spoke to Abraham, “Your descendants will 
be slaves for 400 years, but after that I will bring 
them out to a land of their own and will be their 
God,” and Abraham believed Him though he had no 
kids. 
 
 And so it occurred, with Abraham’s great 
grandson Joseph sold into slavery in Egypt, with 
Moses sent by God to lead the Israelites out of 
Egypt, to teach them about God.  Our ancestors still 
rebelled.   
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 How many times did God call them to Him and 
still they wandered away to follow other gods?  
Does not the prophets say, “The idols you made to 
worship, therefore I will send you into exile beyond 
Babylon.” 
 
 It was Solomon who first built a house for God.  
But remember the words of the prophet, “Heaven is 
my throne, the earth is my footstool, what kind of 
house will you build for me? says the Lord.  Has not 
my hand made all these things?” 
 
 You are just like your ancestors.  Didn’t they kill 
the prophets?  Listen to the words of God, follow 
His law, and do not worship an idol of stone.” 
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 When the Sanhedrin heard this they grew 
furious.  They grabbed Stephen and dragged him 
thru the streets out of Jerusalem.  They covered 
their ears and shouted to keep from hearing him. 
 
 There they stoned Stephen to death, while Saul 
held their coats and urged them on. 
 
 As the rocks fell, Stephen called out, “I see 
heaven open and the Son of man standing at the 
right hand of God.  Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.  
Lord do not hold this sin against them,” he prayed 
and then he died. 
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Questions 
 
Younger Kids 

1. What was Stephen’s first task with the Church?  
Does the church do this today? 

2. How did Stephen get in trouble?  What was he 
accused of? 

3. How did Stephen reply? 

a. Did the Jews follow the Law? 

b. Does God live in the Temple? 

4. How did Stephen react when they killed him? 
 
 
Middle Kids 

1. How did Stephen get in trouble?  How did his 
opponent’s react to losing the arguments? Read 
Acts 6:9-11. 

2. What was Stephen accused of?  Read Acts 6:13-
14.  Was the accusation true?  Has anyone ever 
lied and blamed you for something? 
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3. How did Stephen react as he was stoned?  Acts 
7:54-59 

4. Why did God save Peter and John (last week) 
but not Stephen? 

 
 
Older Guys 

1. What problem did the Church face as its 
numbers increased?  Read Acts 6:1-6.  Can you 
think of a similar problem in the church today?  
What ways can we work to solve the problem? 

2. Summarize Stephen’s response.   

a. How did the Jews do with following the Law 
(he is accused of changing)?  Acts 7:39-43 

b. Where does God live?  Acts 7:48-50 

c. What is Stephen’s point?  Acts 7:51-53 

 
 
Activities 

1.  Learn about persecution of Christians going on 
today.  Try visiting Voice of the Martyrs 
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(persecution.com) or talk with your church pastor 
to find out more. 

2. Put the events Stephen talked about in the 
order they happened in.  The early believers used 
their knowledge of the Bible over and over again 
to convince people of who Jesus was. 

3. Stephen forgave the people who were killing 
him.  Is there someone who has wronged you that 
you need to forgive? 

 
Online 

1. Create a forgiveness stone- 
http://kidsbibledebjackson.blogspot.com/2012/0
9/stephen-is-persecuted.html 

2. Video of lesson during class- 
http://www.sundayschoolpages.com/welcome/ne
w-testament/stephens-stoning/ 

3. Stephen lesson plans and worksheets- 
http://www.calvary-kids-pages.com/Acts-
Stephen_stoned.html  

http://kidsbibledebjackson.blogspot.com/2012/09/stephen-is-persecuted.html
http://kidsbibledebjackson.blogspot.com/2012/09/stephen-is-persecuted.html
http://www.sundayschoolpages.com/welcome/new-testament/stephens-stoning/
http://www.sundayschoolpages.com/welcome/new-testament/stephens-stoning/
http://www.calvary-kids-pages.com/Acts-Stephen_stoned.html
http://www.calvary-kids-pages.com/Acts-Stephen_stoned.html
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Isaiah sees God in heaven Jeroboam builds an idol Joseph saves his family 

   

Solomon built the temple Israel worships idols God promises Abraham 
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Abraham leaves his family 
God raises up a judge to 

rescue Israel 
Moses challenges Pharaoh 

 

  

The Israelites in slavery   

 


