
Solomon’s Wisdom 
1 Kings 3:1-28, 4:29-34, and 10:1-13 
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 After Solomon became king, he spent the first 
part of his reign fulfilling all he had promised his 
father.  
 
 He gathered the materials to build the temple 
for God. 
 
 He punished the wicked and rewarded the 
faithful. 
 
 He followed God.   
 
 One night as he slept God gave him a dream.
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 “Solomon,” God said.  “What should I give you?” 
 
 “You loved my father David and you blessed him 
greatly, because of that I am king.  But You have 
given me a mighty people to rule, too many to 
count.  Give me wisdom to lead them as You 
would.” 
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 God heard Solomon’s answer and was happy. 
 
 “You asked for wisdom, not power or wealth or 
long life.  I will give you what you ask for, no one 
else will be as wise as you. 
 
 “I will also give you what you did not ask for.  
You will be richer than any other king.  And, if you 
follow My commands as your father David did, then 
I will give you a long life. 
 
 The next morning, Solomon woke up and 
praised God.  He gave burnt offerings and rewarded 
his servants with a feast. 
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 Soon Solomon’s wisdom was tested. 
 
 Two women stood before Solomon, the judges 
had heard the case and no one knew what to say. 
 
 The first woman stepped up, “We both had 
babies recently.  We lived together in a small house. 
 
 One night her baby died.  She snuck over and 
stole my baby.  Then she put her dead baby next to 
me in my bed. 
 
 The next morning I saw the boy and knew he 
wasn’t mine.  She insists I am confused, and my 
baby is the dead baby.”
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 Solomon looked at both of the women.  God’s 
wisdom told him how to solve the problem. 
 
 “Get me a sword,” Solomon declared.  Everyone 
looked around in confusion.  Why would he need a 
sword right now? 
 
 Solomon reached out and grabbed the sword.  
“Bring me the babe.” 
 
 The baby was brought out and laid before 
Solomon.
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 Solomon drew the sword and stood over the 
baby.  “I will cut this child in half.  Since you both 
claim the child, I will give half to you and half to 
you.” 
 
 The first woman darted forward, “No, give him 
to her.  Just let him live.” 
 
 While the second folded her arms and nodded, 
“Divide him in two.  It’s only fair, we both get part 
of him.” 
 
 Solomon put the sword down and said, “The 
woman who wished him to live is the true mother.”
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 Everyone in the palace was amazed at 
Solomon’s wisdom, and how easily he solved the 
problem. 
 
 God continued to give Solomon wisdom and 
understanding.  Solomon became the wisest king 
just as God had promised. 
 
 Solomon wrote proverbs to share his wisdom 
with everyone, and he studied nature to increases 
his knowledge of the earth and of God. 
 
 The news spread of Solomon’s wisdom and 
everyone knew of it.   People traveled from many 
countries to see what he would say.
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 One day the Queen of Sheba came to test King 
Solomon with her hardest questions.  She brought a 
large crowd with her. 
 
 She peppered Solomon with questions and he 
answered everything she thought to ask.  She was 
amazed at his wisdom. 
 
 Then Solomon took her on a tour of the 
buildings he was building, and she was even more 
amazed. 
 
 “Everything I heard did not even begin to tell me 
how great your wisdom is,” said the Queen of 
Sheba.  “God has blessed you greatly.” 
 
 Then she gave him gifts of gold, spices, and silks. 
 
 And God blessed Solomon so that his wealth 
increased to greater than any other king at that 
time.
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Questions 
 
Younger Kids 
1.  What did Solomon ask God for? 
2. What would you ask God for? 
3. How did Solomon solve the women’s problem? 
4. Who heard about Solomon’s wisdom? 
 
Middle Kids 
1.  Read 1 Kings 3:3-4.  How do we know Solomon 

loves God?  Was he obeying God completely?  
2. Read 1 Kings 3:10.  Why did God like Solomon’s 

answer? 
3. Read 1 Kings 4:30-33.  What ways did Solomon 

increase his knowledge and wisdom?  How can 
you increase your knowledge and wisdom? 

 
Older Guys 
1.  Read 1 Kings 3:1 and Deuteronomy 17:16.  Why 

do you think God doesn’t want alliances with 
Egypt?  What or who are things/people you rely 
on instead of God? 
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2. Read 1 Kings 3:3-4.  Where does God want to be 
worshipped?  Read Deuteronomy 12.  What is the 
danger in adding to God’s law? 

 
Activities 
1. Decorate a verse from Proverbs using different 

art supplies.  I’ve included a printable of Proverbs 
1:5 if you’d like to use that one. 

2.  Choose a chapter in Proverbs and read it.  
Compare what Solomon says with what Confucius 
says, is it possible to be wise without God? 
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/c/conf

ucius.html 
3. Go out in nature and observe it.  What does it 

teach you about God? 
 
Online 
1. Craft and verse about wisdom- 

http://nurseryrhymesandfuntimes.blogspot.com/20

11/10/kids-in-word-king-solomon.html 
2. Solomon lesson-http://ministry-to-

children.com/wisdom-of-solomon-sunday-school-

lesson/ 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/c/confucius.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/c/confucius.html
http://nurseryrhymesandfuntimes.blogspot.com/2011/10/kids-in-word-king-solomon.html
http://nurseryrhymesandfuntimes.blogspot.com/2011/10/kids-in-word-king-solomon.html
http://ministry-to-children.com/wisdom-of-solomon-sunday-school-lesson/
http://ministry-to-children.com/wisdom-of-solomon-sunday-school-lesson/
http://ministry-to-children.com/wisdom-of-solomon-sunday-school-lesson/
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3. Wisdom of Solomon-
http://handsonbibleteacher.blogspot.com/2012/06/s

olomon-shares-his-wisdom-through.html 
  

http://handsonbibleteacher.blogspot.com/2012/06/solomon-shares-his-wisdom-through.html
http://handsonbibleteacher.blogspot.com/2012/06/solomon-shares-his-wisdom-through.html
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Let the wise hear 

and increase in 

learning, 

    and the one who 

understands obtain 

guidance, 

Proverbs 1:5 


