
Job is tested 
Job 3:1-42:16 

  



 2 

  



 3 

 
 
 Job looked around at where he was and at what 
his life had become.  He stared up at the heavens 
and demanded of God. 
 
“God why am I still alive?  It would be better to be 
dead than alive.  Please God end the pain.” 
 
 Then Job’s friend Eliphaz turned to him and said, 
“Would you listen to advice?  Are you sure you’re as 
innocent as you feel?  Can you be more righteous 
than God?” 
 

Eliphaz continued “Man is born to trouble.  Ask 
God to end this.  Is He not magnificent?  You are 
blessed if God corrects you.  Doesn’t God also 
heal?” 
 
 Job shook his head, “If only my sadness could be 
contained.  I wish God would kill me before I curse 
God.  Can you tell me what I’ve done wrong, or how 
I can correct it?” 
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Then Job started questioning God again, “My 
days are as pointless as a slave’s.  They are 
unending without hope.  Why do you treat me like 
this?” 
 
 Turning back to Eliphaz, Job said, “Why do you 
treat me like a monster?” 
 
 Bildad stepped forward and started to berate 
Job as well.  “Isn’t God just?  Look at history, what 
happens to those who forget God?  God will not 
reject a blameless man, surely it will get better.” 
 
 Job answered him, “I know God loves the 
righteous, but how can I be righteous?  Look at 
what God has done, and what He does.” 
 
 Job continued his answer, “God kills whom He 
kills, just and unjust.  I try to be joyful, but it is hard.  
Very hard.  He is not a man that I can debate Him.” 
 
Job turned to heaven again, “God you made me.  
Will you now destroy me?  Why was I ever born?  
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 Zophar looked at Job and gestured at him, 
“Aren’t you going to answer?  Do you really believe 
you are innocent?  I wish God would tell you how 
wrong you are.  Can you measure God?  Can you 
change what you are?  If you go back to God, He will 
forgive you.  And then all will be well.” 
 
 Job stared at his friends in disbelief, “I know all 
of this.  If you haven’t gone through this how can 
you know what it’s like?  Ask any animal and it will 
agree with me.  God has all the power and wisdom. 
 
 I want to tell God how I feel.  Why can’t you be 
quiet?  Are you sure you speak for God?  I trust God.  
He may kill me, but I will trust Him.  I have thought 
it all through what can you say against me?  I will 
wait.” 
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 So his friends stopped answering because Job 
wasn’t listening.  But Elihu was angry they’d 
stopped accusing Job.  He’d stayed quiet because he 
was younger, but now he spoke. 
 
 “I am young, and you are old, so I waited.  But, it 
is not age that gives man wisdom, but the Spirit of 
God.  I listened to your answers and none of you 
proved Job wrong. 
 
 Job listen to me, God gave me life.  Answer me if 
you can.  We are made the same, I am just like you.  
Yet you say, ‘I am without sin.’  But God found fault 
with me.  I am not his friend. 
 
 You are not right.  God is greater than man, why 
do you complain about Him?  Why do you expect 
Him to answer in your ways?  Sometimes he turns a 
man from sin, others may be put through a hard 
time.  But, always He brings the wayward son 
home.” 
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 Finally God answered Job out of a storm, “Who 
is this who speaks with no knowledge?  I will 
question you and YOU will answer me.” 
 
 “Where were you when I created the world?  
Who measured its’ width?  Were you there when 
the stars sang for joy and the angels shouted? 
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 “Who put the sea behind doors when it rushed 
out, when I made the clouds and set its limits?  
When I said to the waves, ‘This far and no farther.’ 
 
 “Have you ever told the sun to rise?  Or showed 
dawn where to shake the wicked out? 
 
 “Have you journeyed to the springs of seas?  Or 
seen the gates of death? 
 
 “Do you know where the holy and wicked 
dwell?  You who have lived so long must know. 
 
 

“Have you seen where I store the snow and the 
hail that I keep for battle?  Do you know where the 
lightning is?  Who creates a path for the rain and 
the storm? 
 
 “Can you cause the grass to grow? 
 



 14 

  



 15 

 
 
 “Can you rule God’s creation?  Can you talk to 
the clouds and be covered in rain?  Does lightning 
report to you?  Do you have the wisdom or the 
numbers to count the clouds? 
 
 “Do you hunt for the lioness?  Do you provide 
food for the raven and its young? 
 
 “Do you know when the animals have their 
young?  Did you free the donkey and watch him run 
in joy? 
 
 “Will the wild ox serve you?  Does his great 
strength harvest your grain?
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 “The ostrich flaps its wings in joy.  She lays her 
eggs on the ground and cares not for what might 
crush it.  I did not give her wisdom, but when she 
runs she laughs at the horse. 
 
 
 “Did you give the horse its strength?  Or his 
proud snorting and hooves that charge into battle? 
 
 “Does the eagle soar at your command?  Or the 
hawk spread his wings at your wisdom? 
 
 “Would you correct me?” 
 
 Then Job answered God, “I am not worthy.” 
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 And God spoke again to Job out of the storm, 
“You shall answer me. 
 
 “Would you discredit me?  Then put on your 
glory and majesty and let the earth see your wrath.  
Then I will admit you can save yourself. 
 
 “Look at the brachiosaurus.  I made him too.  He 
eats grass; his tail is big like the strongest tree.  The 
storms and the rivers rage, and he is not afraid.  Can 
you catch him? 
 
 “Can you catch a plesiosaurus with your fish 
hook?  Can you tie him up?  Will he beg you for 
mercy or be your pet? 
 
 “No you can’t.  Then why would you speak 
against me?”



 20 

  



 21 

 
 Then Job answered God, “I know You can do all 
things.  You asked, ‘Who is this who speaks without 
knowledge?’  And I spoke of what I did not know.  I 
repent now of all I said.” 
 
 Then God turned to Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar 
and said, “I am angry with you, because you did not 
say what is right.  Now take an offering and Job will 
pray for you.” 
 
 After Job prayed for his friends, God gave him 
everything he had lost and more.  All his family 
came and comforted him.  He had more cattle, and 
more children.  Job lived a long and full life, and saw 
his great-great-grandchildren. 
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Younger Kids 
1. In chapter 9, Job talks about how powerful God 

is.  What are ways you can think of God shows 
His power? 

2. In Job 11:7-9 Zophar asks who can measure 
God?  Can you measure God?  Can anyone? 

3. Over and over again in this book they ask who 
will judge evil.  Who is the Ultimate Judge? 

 
Middle Kids 

1. Look at Job 5: 17-18, adults often quote these 
to people in a hard time.  Do you think that’s 
the right time to use it? 

2. Read verses 6:21-23 and verses 7:12-15.  Who 
do you think Job is talking to? 

3. Job 14:12-25 lists an impressive array of God’s 
powers.  Which one do you find most 
impressive? 

4. Read Job  22:2, is there a way we can help God? 
5. Read Job 27:2 Job essentially says God is 

denying justice.  Does God deny justice? 
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Older Guys 
1. Look at Job 4: 12-16, who do you think 

whispered this to Eliphaz? 
2. In chapter 9:13 Job mentions Rahab, have you 

seen any other hints of when this book takes 
place? 

3. Job says in 23:11-12 (essentially) that he is 
innocent and has followed all of God’s ways.  
Can you say the same thing? 

4. Read chapter 25, what do you make of Bildad’s 
reasoning there?  Is he arguing correctly? 

5. Look at Elihu’s answers to everyone and his 
challenge to Job.  What do you notice about it? 

6. Read all Elihu says, is he right? 
7. Read 40:15-24.  What animal does that sound 

like to you?  When would that place Job? 
8. Read 41:12-34.  What animals do you think 

that describes?  I had to admit it makes me 
think of a dragon. 

9. At the end of Job, he gets back all he had and 
more.  Think of an example from the Bible and 
from your life or history where that did not 
happen. 
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Projects 

1. Think about friends who’ve had a hard time, or 
are going through a hard time.  Look at how 
you act with them.  Are you being a good 
friend? 

2. Have you ever gone through a hard time?  
What got you through? 

3. Choose one of the descriptive passages and 
draw, paint, create a diorama.  Your choice of 
how you represent it.  Example passages:  
38:4-8; 38: 9-11; 38:22-25; 38:34-38; 39:9-12; 
39:19-25; 39:26-30; 40:15-24; 41:12-34 
 

 
 


