
Jesus heals a paralytic 
Matthew 9:1-8, Mark 2:1-12,  

Luke 5:18-26  
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 One Day Jesus was invited to teach at the home 

of a local believer.  He stood in the middle of the 

house and taught.  As he taught, more and more 

people crowded into the house. 

 

 Eventually there were so many people in the 

house that no one else could fit into it.  The crowd 

started to grow outside, and people stood outside 

straining to hear what Jesus was saying. 
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 There was a man who had been paralyzed for a 

long time, and his friends had heard of the 

miraculous healing Jesus could do.  The lame were 

walking, the blind were able to see.  They knew if 

they could get their friend to him, Jesus could heal 

him. 

 

 They laid him on a sheet, and they each picked 

up a corner and started walking as fast as they could.  

It was hard work, but they kept going.  After a while 

they got to the house, but they could not get past the 

crowd. 
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 They spotted the stairs to the roof, maybe there 

was a way to get to Jesus.  The four friends climbed 

the stairs carefully, keeping their friend from 

bumping into walls.  They lay him down carefully 

on the roof and start pulling bits and pieces off the 

roof.  Eventually they got a hole large enough, and 

they slowly lowered him down right in front of 

Jesus. 

 

 Jesus looked at the man being lowered and saw 

the faith his friends had.  Jesus smiled, “Son your 

sins are forgiven.” 
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 The Pharisees and Scribes sitting at the back of 

the house grumbled to each other. 

 

 “Who does he think he is?” 

 

 “That’s blasphemy!  How dare he forgive sins?” 

 

 “Only God can forgive sins!” 

 

 Jesus knew what they were thinking and turned 

to them, “Why do you question my actions?  Which 

is easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven’ or ‘Get up 

and walk?’” 

 

 Shaking his head, Jesus stepped forward and 

said, “So you know I can do both.”  He turned to the 

man lying on the floor, “Stand up, pick up your bed 

and go home” 

 

 And he got up and walked home.  Everyone was 

amazed and glorified God.



 10 

Questions 

 

Younger Kids 

1.What did the men do to get their friend healed?  

How have you helped your friend? 

2. When you have a problem with someone, what 

do you do?  What did the teachers of the Law do 

when they didn’t like what Jesus did? 

 

Middle Kids 

1.Read Mark 2:3-5.  Did the friends plan to see 

Jesus run into any problems?  Sometimes people 

think that when there is a problem it means God 

doesn’t want them to follow thru with their 

plans.  Can you think of an example?   

2.Read Mark 2:5.  Whose faith is mentioned?  

What does this say about how Christians can 

help the lost? 

3.Did the teachers of the Law speak to each other?  

Read Mark 2:6-7.  How did Jesus know what 

they were thinking?  Read Mark 2:8.  Does Jesus 

always know what is happening?  Can we hide 

anything from Jesus? 
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Older Guys 

1.Read Mark 2:5 and James 5:15.  What 

similarities are there between the verses?  What 

does James say faith can do? 

2.Read Psalms 32:5, Isaiah 43:25, and Mark 2:7.  

What are the Pharisees saying about Jesus?  Why 

are they saying this? 

3.Read Mark 2:8 and John 2:25.  Does Jesus know 

what you are thinking? 

 

Activities 

1. Try carrying a friend on a blanket.  How hard is 

it?  Would you be able to carry your friend 

upstairs and then lower him through a hole in the 

roof? 

2.If you live in a 2 story house, with your parents’ 

permission try lowering something downstairs. 

How much control do you need to keep from 

dropping anyone?   

 

Online 

1. Printable craft- 

http://auntiesbiblelessons.wordpress.com/2011/0

8/27/jesus-heals-the-paralyzed-man-2/ 

http://auntiesbiblelessons.wordpress.com/2011/08/27/jesus-heals-the-paralyzed-man-2/
http://auntiesbiblelessons.wordpress.com/2011/08/27/jesus-heals-the-paralyzed-man-2/
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2.Jesus heals craft- 

http://adventuresinmommydom.org/bible-craft-

jesus-heals/ 

3.Way to retell the story- 

http://impressyourkids.org/four-friends-a-roof-

jesus/ 

 

http://adventuresinmommydom.org/bible-craft-jesus-heals/
http://adventuresinmommydom.org/bible-craft-jesus-heals/
http://impressyourkids.org/four-friends-a-roof-jesus/
http://impressyourkids.org/four-friends-a-roof-jesus/

