
Jacob finds a wife….. or two 

Genesis 28:1-4, 28:10-30:24 and 35:16-21 
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 Jacob knew he had to leave his family, Esau was 

mad over the trick he had pulled and so his mother 

arranged for him to go back to her family. 

 

 Jacob traveled all day long and at the end of the 

day he lay down to rest.  He had no pillow, so he 

took a rock for his pillow and fell asleep. 
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 As he slept, he dreamed.  He saw angels walking 

up and down a staircase from heaven, then he heard 

a voice from the top of the staircase,  

 

 “I am the Lord your God, the God of Abraham 

and Isaac.  I will give this land to you, and your 

descendants will outnumber the sands in the desert.  

Through your offspring all the world will be blessed.  

I will not leave until I have done what I promised.”
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 Jacob woke up and thought, “God must be in this 

place.  This must be God’s house.” 

 

 So he tugged and pulled and set up the rock he 

used as his pillow as an altar, and he offered a 

sacrifice of oil on it. 

 

 Jacob swore to God saying, “If God will be with 

me, bless me, and bring me home safely.  Then, He 

will be my God.  This stone will be a pillar for 

everyone to know, you are my God.  I will give you 

a tenth of all I own.” 

 

 Then Jacob continued his journey on to Haran.  

He arrive about the middle of the day and waited 

near the well. 

 

 As Jacob looked around he saw several flocks 

standing around, and struck up a conversation with 

the shepherds, “Do you know Laban?” 
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 “We know him,” they answered with a smirk, 

“Look, here comes his daughter Rachel with their 

flocks.” 

 

 Jacob saw Rachel and knew she was the one he 

wanted to marry.  She walked up and waited with the 

other shepherds to get water from the well. 

 

 “Why aren’t you watering the flocks?” Jacob 

asked. 

 

 “We wait until all the flocks are gathered,” 

answered a shepherd. 

 

 “The daughter of Laban waits for no flocks,” 

Jacob said and pulled the cover off the well.”  

Rachel smiled and Jacob felt his heart flutter. 
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 Laban heard the news his nephew was there, and 

hurried to greet him.  “Come stay with me, and we 

will care for you.”  So Jacob stayed with Laban for a 

month, helping with the sheep and minding the 

flocks. 

 

 One day Laban pulled Jacob aside and said, “It’s 

not right you work for me and do not receive pay.  

What would you ask of me?” 

 

 Jacob smiled, “I will work for seven years to 

marry your daughter Rachel.” 

 

 Laban smiled back, “It is done.”  So Jacob 

worked for seven years, but to him it seemed only a 

few days because he loved Rachel so much. 

 

 The time came and Laban threw a lavish 

wedding feast, and the bride came forward veiled.  

Jacob happily wed her, and thought all his dreams 

had come true.
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 But the next morning he looked at his wife and 

discovered it was not Rachel, but her sister Leah! 

 

 Furious Jacob confronted Laban, “I agreed to 

work for Rachel, why am I married to Leah?” 

 

 Laban smiled and calmed the younger man, “It is 

not our custom to marry the younger daughter first.  

Work for me another seven years and then you can 

have Rachel.” 

 

 So Jacob married Leah and Rachel after working 

for 14 years, but he loved Rachel. 
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 Now God saw Jacob loved Rachel, but not Leah, 

so he allowed Leah to have children.  Leah had a son 

and named him Ruben saying, “God has seen my 

sadness and now my husband will love me.” 

 

 But Jacob still did not love her, and soon she 

became pregnant again.  Again she named her son 

saying, “God has heard I am hated, so He gave me 

this son too.”  His name was Simeon. 

 

 A third time she became pregnant and said, 

Finally Jacob will love me, I have given him three 

sons.” She named this son Levi, but Jacob still did 

not love her. 

 

 Leah became pregnant a fourth time and when 

her son was born she named him Judah.  She said, 

“This time I will praise God.” 
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 During all of this Rachel had no children, and 

she was jealous of the children her sister had, so she 

said to Jacob, “Give me children or I will die!” 

 

 And Jacob was angry with Rachel, “Am I God 

that I can make you pregnant?  This is not my 

doing.” 

 

 So Rachel hatched a plan, “My servant Bilhah 

will have children for me.” 

 

 And Bilhah had a son and Rachel named him 

Dan.  She said, “God has judged me and has heard 

my voice.” 

 

 Again Rachel’s servant became pregnant and 

another son was born.  Rachel said, “I have wrestled 

with my sister and have won!  His name will be 

Naphtali.” 
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 Leah saw she was having no more sons, so she 

decided her servant would bear her children.  Zilpah 

became pregnant and Leah said, “Good fortune has 

come!”  She called this son Gad. 

 

 Zilpah bore a second son and Leah said, “I am 

happy!  Women have called me happy,” and she 

named him Asher. 

 

 God saw Leah’s plight and she became pregnant 

again.  She said, “God has paid me for my my 

troubles,” and she named this son Issachar. 

 

 Leah bore a sixth son to Isaac, and said “God has 

given me a good gift, I have six sons.”  She called 

him Zebulon. 
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 Then God remembered Rachel and she became 

pregnant with Jacob’s eleventh son.  She called him 

Joseph, and said “God has taken away my reproach, 

may God give me another son.” 

 

 Many years passed and Jacob finally left his 

Haran and went back to his family.  Jacob finally 

learned his lesson and quit trying to trick his way 

ahead. 

 

  Then Rachel became pregnant one last time, and 

everyone was so excited, but the pregnancy was 

hard, and Rachel died just as her son was born.  She 

named him Ben-oni, but Jacob renamed him saying, 

“His name will be Benjamin.” 

 

 And that is how Jacob came to have two wives 

and twelve sons.
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Questions 
 

Younger Kids 

1.What did Jacob see when he was dreaming? 

2.Why was Jacob willing to work so long for 

Rachel?  What have you worked hard to get? 

3.Why do you think Rachel and Leah wanted to 

have so many kids?  Have you ever wanted to 

have something only because your brother or 

sister had it? 

 

Middle Kids 

1.What is Jacob’s response to the dream God gave 

him?  Read Genesis 28:20-21.  Do you think he 

had a humble heart? 

2. What is Jacob’s response to finding out he is 

married to the wrong woman?  Read Genesis 

29:25.  How would you respond when you found 

out you were tricked? 

3.Read Genesis 29:32 and 33.  How is Leah 

choosing he names of her children? Where is 

Leah putting her hope?  Read Genesis 29:35.  

Who does she ultimately put her hope in?   
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Older Guys 

1. Read Genesis 28:3-4 and skim through Genesis 

28-35.  What blessing does Isaac give to Jacob?  

How much of it came true? 

2.Read Genesis 28:13-15 and 18-21.  What does 

God promise and how did Jacob respond?  What 

does this say about Jacob’s frame of mind? 

3.Read Genesis 29:31-35.  Leah has a true change 

of heart in these 4 verses.  How does her heart 

change?  Now read Genesis 30:9-13.  How has 

her heart changed again?  Why do you think she 

changes her heart so often?  Who is she looking 

to for hope? 

 

Activities 

1.After his dream Jacob set up a special place to 

worship God.  Find a special place in your house 

to worship God and make it ready for you to do 

that. 

2.When each child was born Rachel and Leah talk 

to God about what they are thinking.  Talk to 

your parents and find out what they thought 

when you were born. 

3.Create Jacob’s Ladder using popsicle sticks and 

blue paper. 
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4. Find a “Jacob’s Ladder” toy and look at how it 

works.  The toy is inspired by the constant 

moving up and down of the angels Jacob saw. 

 

Online 

1.Jacob’s ladder craft-

http://ourcountryroad.blogspot.com/2011/07/bibl

e-activity-book-jacobs-ladder-free.html  

2. Jacob’s ladder sewing craft- 

http://www.christiancrafts.net/jacobs-ladder.htm  

3.Jacob’s 12 sons craft- 

http://mothersbible.typepad.com/blog/2010/01/ja

cob-also-called-israel-1.html 

4.Lesson and craft on Jacob’s Ladder- 

http://www.sermons4kids.com/stairway-to-

heaven.html 

http://www.christiancrafts.net/jacobs-ladder.htm
http://mothersbible.typepad.com/blog/2010/01/jacob-also-called-israel-1.html
http://mothersbible.typepad.com/blog/2010/01/jacob-also-called-israel-1.html
http://www.sermons4kids.com/stairway-to-heaven.html
http://www.sermons4kids.com/stairway-to-heaven.html
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Rachel  

(and servant) 

Leah  

(and servant) 
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