
How one girl saved her people 
The book of Esther 
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 In the third year of King Xerxes’ reign he threw a 
great party.  He invited all of his noblemen and their 
wives, the generals and their wives, and the party 
lasted for six months. 
 
 While King Xerxes was hosting his party, Queen 
Vashti was holding a party for all of the women and 
talking with them. 
 
 After Xerxes had been partying sometime he 
called Queen Vashti to him to show off her beauty. 
 
 Queen Vashti looked at the messenger and said, 
“I have no wish to be on display for your drunken 
friends.  I will not go.” 
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 Xerxes received word of this and was outraged, 
“how dare she not come when I called her?” he 
asked his advisors.  “What should I do?” 
 
 His advisors whispered between themselves and 
said, “You should declare she is no longer queen 
and that she cannot come before you again.  
Otherwise all of the other women will hear what 
the queen did and think they can do it too.” 
 
 Xerxes heard their advice and liked it, so Queen 
Vashti was exiled. 
 
 For a while Xerxes enjoyed having no wife.  But 
after a while he grew lonely, so he asked his 
advisors advice again. 
 
 “You should gather all the most beautiful 
women in the country and have them come to you 
one by one.  Then pick the best one to be your 
wife.”  
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 This seemed like a great idea to Xerxes, he’d get 
to pick the best woman of all to be his wife.  So, the 
royal guards rounded up all of the beautiful women. 
 
 Meanwhile, there was a Jew named Mordecai 
who was raising his niece, Esther.  She was a 
beautiful young woman, and she caught the 
attention of the guards for the king. 
 
 Before she left her uncle gave her some advice, 
“Do not let anyone know you are a Jew.”  She 
wondered at the advice, but followed it. 
 
 Esther gained the attention of the man in charge 
of the women, and he gave her all of the best 
beauty treatments and advice on how to please the 
king. 
 
 When the time came for Esther to go before the 
king she amazed him with her beauty and grace, 
and he chose her to be his new queen.  
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 Mordecai was a minor servant in the palace of 
the king, and every day he would wait outside of 
the palace to hear news of Esther. 
 
 One day as he waited, he overheard two of the 
kings’ servants planning to kill the king with poison.  
Mordecai knew he must warn the king, so he sent a 
message to Esther to warn Xerxes of their plan. 
 
 Esther went before the king with news of the 
plot, and told King Xerxes everything.  The men 
were captured and they wrote down all that 
happened in the kings’ records. 
 
 But nothing was done to reward Mordecai at 
that time.  
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 King Xerxes had many different servants and 
people reporting to them.  One such man was 
named Haman. 
 
 He had slowly worked his way up the chain of 
command and was now one of Xerxes’ most trusted 
assistants. 
 
 Finally Haman was only under King Xerxes in 
power, and Haman decided everyone should bow to 
him when they saw him. 
 
 And everyone did, but Mordecai.  Sputtering 
and mad, Haman demanded Mordecai bow. 
 
 “I am a Jew, and I bow to no one, but the Lord 
God,” Mordecai responded. 
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 Haman went home to his wife and ranted to her 
about the unfairness of Mordecai’s not bowing, and 
his lack of respect.  Eventually he paused. 
 
 “I have an idea,” he said.  “I will go to King 
Xerxes and tell him there are a people working 
against him.  They do not work as hard because of 
all their festivals, and they unfairly keep money to 
themselves.  Oh, and they worship a strange god.” 
 
 Haman paced as he thought some more, “I will 
tell him we must kill them all and we can seize their 
money and put it in the treasury.” 
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 Haman presented this plan to King Xerxes and 
he was intrigued by it. 
 
 “But what would the cost be to the treasury?” 
Xerxes asked. 
 
 “Oh great king, it would cost nothing,” Haman 
answered, “For I would pay for it all out of my own 
money.” 
 
 With the details worked out Haman sent 
messengers throughout the land of Persia telling 
everyone when to kill the Jews. 
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 Mordecai and the rest of the Jewish people 
heard the news and cried out to God. 
 
 To protest the plan Mordecai put on mourning 
clothes and put ashes on his head as he sat by the 
gates.  But still he would not bow to Haman. 
 
 Esther heard Mordecai sat at the gate in 
mourning and asked him what was going on. 
 
 “King Xerxes has ordered all of the Jews to be 
murdered in a month’s time.  You could save your 
people.  Go to King Xerxes and ask him to stop this.” 
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 Esther heard Mordecai’s message and 
shuddered in fear.  “I cannot go before the king.  He 
has not called for me to visit him in over a month, 
and if anyone goes to the king without being called 
they will be killed.” 
 
 Mordecai read her response and wrote back, 
“Do not think you will escape death because you 
are in the palace.  If you do not act God will save His 
people another way, and your family will be 
forgotten.  But who knows, maybe you were put in 
the palace for such a time as this.” 
 
 Esther read his note, and straightened her 
shoulders.  “Tell all the Jews in the city to pray for 
me for three days.  My maids and I will fast and pray 
for 3 days, then I will go before the king and ask for 
an audience.  If I die, I die.” 
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 Esther and all the rest of the Jews fasted for 3 
days, and at the end of that time Esther put on her 
best clothes and went before the king. 
 
 Trembling she waited to see if he would pardon 
her and welcome her to him.  He smiled and looked 
up at her. 
 
 “Come in my dear, why have you come?” He 
asked. 
 
 “Would it please you my lord, I have come to 
invite you and Haman to a meal I have prepared for 
both of you.” 
 
 The king’s smile widened, “We will be there.” 
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 That night Esther served a sumptuous meal to 
Xerxes and Haman. 
 
 At the end of the meal Xerxes sat back and said, 
“All right my dear, what was the real reason you 
planned this meal?  I am not a fool, why did you 
invite me here?” 
 
 Esther twisted her hands together and said, “I 
would like to invite you to another meal tomorrow 
night.  Then I will tell you what I have to tell.” 
 
 “Very well,” he said.  “Until tomorrow.” 
 
 Then King Xerxes and Mordecai left the queen’s 
quarters and returned to their business. 
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 As Haman left he passed Mordecai sitting by the 
gate in his mourning clothes. 
 
 Mordecai still refused to bow, and all of 
Haman’s happiness melted away as he thought 
about Mordecai disrespecting him. 
 
 Haman went home and complained all about 
this to his wife. 
 
 “You should build a gallows for Mordecai to 
hang on when it is time to kill the Jews,” she said. 
 
 “That’s a great idea,” Haman said, and he 
commissioned a gallows to be built. 
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 That night as King Xerxes went to bed he could 
not sleep, so he summoned the court records to be 
brought to him and read.  He was sure that would 
put him to sleep. 
 
 “Then in the seventh year of King Xerxes reign a 
plot was revealed to kill the king by Mordecai the 
Jew.  The assassins were caught and the king was 
saved.” 
 
 “Wait, what did that say?  Was Mordecai 
rewarded for his actions?”  Xerxes asked. 
 
 “There is no record of a reward in the annals of 
your reign,” the servant answered. 
 
 Xerxes pondered this as he rested that night. 
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  The next day as Xerxes discussed business 
with Haman, he asked, “What should I do for 
someone I want to reward?” 
 
 “Who else could he want to reward, but me?” 
Haman thought.  “You should clothe him in your 
royal robe, and then cause a procession through the 
city to be done in his honor.  During the procession 
the man should sit on the royal horse, and your 
most trusted advisor should say in a loud voice, 
“Thus is done for the man who pleases the king.’” 
 
 “What an excellent idea,” Xerxes said.  “Go and 
prepare this procession for Mordecai.  You shall 
lead him through the streets on the donkey.” 
 
 So Haman did all this for Mordecai and his anger 
against Mordecai burned within him. 
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 Haman hurried home from the procession to 
complain to his wife about the continued injustice 
of all of this. 
 
 “Something is not right here, my husband, if 
Mordecai is of the Jewish people, then you will not 
overcome him, no matter how much you want to.” 
 
 Haman started to respond, but the king’s 
servants came to take him to the banquet hall. 
 
 Haman and Xerxes talked through the entire 
meal, and finally Xerxes turned to Esther. 
 
 “Come my queen, no more of these banquets 
and putting it off.  What do you want to ask me?  
Even if it is half of my kingdom I will give you what 
you want.” 
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 Esther stood up and answered him, “If I have 
found favor in your sight, then please grant me my 
life and that of my people.  We have been sold and 
our execution date set.  Please save us.” 
 
 “Who has bought your death?”  Xerxes asked in 
confusion. 
 
 “Haman,” Esther said pointing at him.  “This 
wicked man has sentenced us to death.” 
 
 Xerxes was so angry he got up and left the room 
to control his anger, but Haman stayed behind. 
 
 He went to Esther and begged her to have 
mercy on him, but he tripped and fell on her.   
 
 Esther cried out in surprise, and Xerxes ran in, 
“Would you kill the queen while I leave?  Guards, 
seize him!” 
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 The guards came in and reported they’d seen a 
gallows built at Haman’s house for him to kill 
Mordecai on, the same man who saved your life 
King Xerxes.” 
 
 Haman’s face paled as he heard these words, 
and the king ordered him hung on his own gallows. 
 
 “Now my Queen, I cannot change my laws, but 
here is what I can do.  The Jews are allowed to fight 
back and kill any who would hurt them.” 
 
 So Xerxes signed into law his command and it 
was sent throughout the land of Persia. 
 
 When the time came for the Jews to be killed no 
one was willing to risk being killed themselves. 
 
 Xerxes then promoted Mordecai to a place of 
honor in his kingdom and listened to his wise advice 
often. 
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Questions 
 
 
Family Project 

1. God acts in two different ways through 
history, the visible act of miracles, and the 
unseen hand of providence.  Providence is when 
you recognize after the fact how God acted in 
your life to ensure things happened. 
Using the pictures at the end of the book find 
where God used providence to influence 
Esther’s life and save the Jews. 
Then go through your lives together as a family 
and recognize how God changed your life 
through providence. 

 
Activities 

1. Try gaining grace as Esther did.  See who can 
walk a course in your house with a book 
balanced on their head first. 
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2. Design a scepter from a dowel rod and 
beads 

 
Online 

1. Esther snack- 
http://churchhousecollection.blogspot.com/201
1/10/queen-esther-snack.html?m=1 

2. Purim shakers- 
http://www.designmegillah.com/2013/02/make
-your-own-purim-groggers.html 

3. Lessons from Queen Esther- 
http://whatsinthebible.com/heroes-old-
testament-esther-queen-specific-time/  
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