
Elijah versus Ahab 
1 Kings 17:1-19:18 
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 The kings of Israel had been evil from the start, 
but now Ahab was king, and Ahab was more evil 
than any other king. 
 
 God called Elijah out of Gilead to warn Ahab. 
 
 Elijah walked up to Ahab and declared, “God has 
said, ‘There will be no rain until I say so.”  Then 
Elijah left the throne room and stayed by a small 
river God led him to. 
 
 There he was fed by ravens.  They brought him 
bread and meat; morning and evening. 
 
 One day, the river dried up and Elijah went to a 
nearby house God led him to.
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 “Can you give me some food?” he called out to 
the widow who was gathering sticks. 
 
 “I am gathering sticks to make one last meal for 
my son and I to eat.  Then we will lie down to die,” 
she said. 
 
 “Do not fear,” Elijah assured her, “If you feed 
me some bread God will provide for you.” 
 
 She did as she was told and each morning as she 
went to make bread, the flour and oil was there 
ready for her. 
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  One day her son became very sick and died.  
She went to Elijah, “Why is God doing this?  I do not 
understand.  Am I being punished?” 
 
 Elijah comforted her and then went up to her 
son’s bed.  “God, I do not understand what you are 
doing here; but if it is part of your plan; please heal 
him.” 
 
 Then Elijah prayed over the boy 3 times.  On the 
third time the boy moved.  Elijah hugged him and 
quickly prayed.  “Thank You God.” 
 
 They walked down together and the widow’s 
eyes lit up when she saw her son. 
 
 “Now I know God really is good.”
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 Elijah stayed with her until 3 years had passed, 
then God told him to go to Ahab. 
 
 Ahab saw Elijah and turned on him angrily, 
“There you are!  You are the cause of all our 
troubles.  You’re why it’s not raining.” 
 
 Elijah shook his head, “No, your sin brought all 
this pain.  You broke God’s laws, and now Israel 
cries out because of you, and you can solve it.” 
 
 Ahab looked at Elijah in confusion. 
 
 “God has issued a challenge to the priests of 
Baal.  Gather all 450 of them we will see who is 
right.”
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 All of Israel gathered together to see this great 
contest.  Ahab came along with the 450 prophets of 
Baal. 
 
 Elijah gestured for silence and said in a loud 
voice, “Why do you try to follow God and Baal?  You 
cannot make both happy.  Today I challenge the 
prophets of Baal.  We will each have a sacrifice 
prepared on our altar, and then we will pray to our 
god to light it.  The one whose god lights the fire is 
the true God.  I will let you go first.”
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 The prophets of Baal rubbed their hands in glee 
as the sun came up over the mountain.  They 
started to pray to him, yelling loudly. 
 
 Mid-morning Elijah interrupted them, “Are you 
sure he’s listening?  Maybe he stepped out for a 
snack.” 
 
 The prophets of Baal started to yell louder and 
cut themselves with knives.
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 About noon Elijah stood up and started to repair 
God’s altar.  He chose 12 large stones for the 12 
tribes of Israel.  Then he dug a large trench around 
it.  Finally he filled buckets with water and poured 
water over the sacrifices, the wood, and all of the 
altar until the trench was filled with water. 
 
 He stopped and kneeled to pray, “Lord, I have 
done all that You asked.  Now light this fire so 
everyone will know You are God.”  Elijah back up 
and waited. 
 
 God’s fire hailed from heaven and consumed 
the sacrifice, the wood, and completely destroyed 
the altar. 
 
 Israel recognized the true God that day.  Elijah 
stared at them, then said, “Destroy this false altar 
and kill the prophets of this false god.”  They did as 
commanded and waited for God’s word.
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 “Go home and eat for God is going to send rain.” 
 
 Ahab mounted his chariot and headed to 
Jezreel.  Elijah ran ahead of him and stopped at the 
palace. 
 
 Jezebel, Ahab’s queen came out and sneered at 
Elijah, “I will kill you by the end of tomorrow.” 
 
 Elijah grew afraid and started to run again to 
Beersheba.  He ran for one more day and collapsed, 
“God kill me now, please.”  Then he fell asleep in 
exhaustion. 
 
 The Angel of the Lord woke him up, “Get up and 
eat.” 
 
 Elijah ate the cake and drank the water and fell 
asleep again. 
 
 The Angel of the Lord woke him again, “Eat and 
drink.”  Again, Elijah ate and drank and fell asleep.
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 Elijah spent 40 days resting at Mount Sinai.  
Then God spoke, “Why are you here?” 
 
 Elijah looked up, “I am persecuted for Your 
work.  They have killed all of your other servants; I 
am the only one left.” 
 
 “Go stand on the mountain,” Elijah stood up 
there shivering in the cold. 
 
 A wind blew up and broke the rocks, but God 
wasn’t in the wind. 
 
 After the wind, an earthquake shook the 
ground; but God was not in the earthquake. 
 
 After the earthquake a fire burned hot and wild, 
but God was not in the fire. 
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 After the fire a small still voice came. 
 
 “Why are you here?” 
 
 Elijah hid his face in his cloak, “I have fought for 
you God.  Your people have forgotten Your 
promises.  They destroyed Your altars and killed 
Your servants.  I am the only one left, and they wish 
to kill me.” 
 
 God said to him, “Go back.  You will see Hazael, 
anoint him king of Syria.  Then anoint Jehu to be 
king of Israel after Ahab, and anoint Elisha to be the 
next prophet. 
 
 Elijah left the mountain and found Elisha 
working on his father’s farm. 
 
 Elisha ran up to Elijah and declared, “I will follow 
you.”  He left the farm and followed Elijah from that 
day on.
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Questions 
 
Younger Kids 
1.  Why is God not letting it rain in Israel? 
2. How does God help the widow?  Does God care 

if you are hungry?  Can you help others when you 
need help? 

3. How many prophets did Baal have?  How many 
prophets did God have?  Did Israel have the right 
priorities? 

4. Where was God on the mountain? 
 
Middle Kids 
1.  What sins did Ahab commit that God punished 

Israel?  Read 1 Kings 16:31-34. 
2. Who is in control of life and death?  Read 1 

Kings 17:20.  Why do you think God let the boy 
die?  Read 1 Kings 17:24. 

3. Read 1 Kings 18:21.  What things do you put in 
front of God? 

4. What order is Elijah’s prayer in?  Does he ask for 
things first?  Read 1 Kings 18:36-37.  Why does he 
want God to answer the prayer? 
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5. Read 1 Kings 19:11-12.  Why do you think God 
chose to be the still small voice? 

 
Older Guys 
1.  Read 1 Kings 17:6 and Exodus 16:8, 12-13.  Who 

is eating better?  Why do you think God chose to 
do this? 

2. Read 1 Kings 17:14, 18, 20, and 22; and John 
11:32-35.  Does God only care about your eternal 
destination?  Does he care about your feelings 
and if you have enough food? 

3. How does God feel about indecisive faith?  Read 
1 Kings 18:21 and Revelation 3:15-16. 

4. Read 1 Kings 18:30.  Elijah had to repair the 
altar.  What do you need to repair in your life?  
Read 1 Kings 18:38.  God will see His name 
glorified. 

 
Activities 
1.  Find a map of Israel and track where Elijah 

went.  Why do you think he was so tired? 
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2. Gather some twigs and paper.  In a safe place 
light part of them on fire.  Now soak the other 
part in water.  Can you light it on fire? 

 
Online 

1.  Elijah is fed by ravens craft- 
http://bibleclasscreations.blogspot.com/2012/06/f

un-foam-ravens.html 
2. Elijah calls down a fire- 

http://nurseryrhymesandfuntimes.blogspot.com/2

011/11/kids-in-word-elijah.html  
3. Many different Elijah crafts- 

http://biblecraftsandactivities.com/story-of-
elijah-lesson/  

http://bibleclasscreations.blogspot.com/2012/06/fun-foam-ravens.html
http://bibleclasscreations.blogspot.com/2012/06/fun-foam-ravens.html
http://nurseryrhymesandfuntimes.blogspot.com/2011/11/kids-in-word-elijah.html
http://nurseryrhymesandfuntimes.blogspot.com/2011/11/kids-in-word-elijah.html
http://biblecraftsandactivities.com/story-of-elijah-lesson/
http://biblecraftsandactivities.com/story-of-elijah-lesson/

