
What happened to the 12 
apostles? 

A lesson from church history 
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 While the book of Acts tells us many things, it 
leaves us with many unanswered questions: 
 

 What happened to Paul after he arrived in 
Rome? 

 What happened to Peter after Paul started 
preaching? 

 What about John?  Last we heard of him, he 
was preaching with Peter. 

 Which James died in Acts?  What happened to 
the other James? 

 What about the other disciples who aren’t 
mentioned in Acts? 

 
 There’s a lot of questions to answer about what 
happened, and much of this we are not 100% sure 
of.  But many of the apostles we know something of 
what happened to them.  
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 Peter spent many years preaching in Jerusalem 
as we heard in the book of Acts.  Eventually he was 
driven out of Jerusalem.  Possibly in one of the anti-
Christian uprisings that happened, but no one 
knows for sure why or when. 
 
 Church historian Eusebius says Peter helped 
found the church in Rome.  While he was there he 
told his story to Mark, who wrote the book of Mark. 
 
 Also while he was there, he probably also wrote 
the books 1 and 2 Peter, but that could have 
happened earlier. 
 
 Peter was crucified by the Emperor Nero.  
History says Peter said, “I am not worthy to be killed 
like my Lord was, so crucify me upside down.”  
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 James is the second disciple mentioned in all of 
the lists in the Bible.  He and his brother John were 
known as the Sons of Thunder. 
 
 After Jesus died James was known for his fiery 
sermons to the people in Jerusalem.  Eventually his 
sermons made Herod Agrippa mad. 
 
 James is the first disciple to die, and his death is 
recorded in the book of Acts.  King Herod Agrippa 
had James beheaded.  
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 John, like his brother James and Peter, was part 
of Jesus’ inner circle.  He was there for nearly all of 
the miracles.  John was the youngest disciple. 
 
 After Jesus died he stayed in Jerusalem awhile 
preaching with Peter and being thrown in jail for 
preaching.  He saw his brother beheaded, but still 
preached the gospel. 
 
 Then he traveled to Asia Minor where he was 
boiled in oil for proclaiming the gospel. 
 
 He survived that and was eventually exiled to 
Patmos where he wrote the books of 1, 2, and 3 
John, and the gospel of John.  This was also where 
he was given the vision of Revelation. 
 
 Eventually John was allowed to return to 
Ephesus where he taught until he died a very old 
man.  
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 Andrew ran a fishing boat with his brother 
Peter, and their friends James and John. 
 
 Andrew first followed John the Baptist, and then 
John said to follow Jesus.  Andrew did, and then he 
brought his brother Simon Peter to meet Jesus. 
 
 After Jesus died and was resurrected Andrew 
went to the Greeks and preached there. 
 
 Andrew was crucified in Greece upside down.  
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 Philip was one of the first evangelists.  He 
brought his friend Bartholomew to Jesus.  Then 
later he helped some Greek speaking Jews come 
meet Jesus during Jesus’ last week in Jerusalem. 
 
 After Jesus died and was resurrected we think 
Philip traveled to Greece, but we’re not sure.  There 
are a lot of different stories about what happened 
to him.  But almost all of them agreed he was 
martyred.  
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 Remember how Philip told his friend 
Bartholomew all about Jesus.  Well after that 
Bartholomew started following Jesus. 
 
 After Jesus died Bartholomew went to India 
with a copy of Matthew’s gospel and preached 
there. 
 
 He was crucified martyred for proclaiming the 
gospel.  
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 Matthew was also called Levi.  When Matthew 
first heard about Jesus he threw a great big party 
for all of his friends so they could meet Jesus. 
 
 After Jesus died and was resurrected Matthew 
spent 15 years teaching in Jerusalem and then went 
to Macedonia, Persia, and Ethiopia. 
 
 Matthew wrote the Gospel of Matthew to the 
Jews to show Jesus was the promised Messiah.  His 
gospel shows how Jesus was part of God’s plan all 
along. 
 
 Matthew died in Ethiopia.  We do not know how 
he died, some traditions say he was martyred, some 
say he died of natural causes.  
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 Thomas is best known for doubting Jesus rose 
from the dead, but one of the best things he did 
was before Jesus died. 
 
 Jesus said, “Let’s return to Jerusalem.”  All of the 
disciples weren’t sure about this, but Thomas said, 
“Let’s go with Him and die too.” 
 
 After Jesus died and they were all scared 
Thomas did say he would not believe Jesus was 
alive again until he felt the wounds.  Thomas did get 
to do that, and was no longer a Doubting Thomas, 
but a Believing Thomas. 
 
 He believed so much that he traveled to India 
and preached the Good News there.  He was killed 
by spears in India. 
  



 20 

  



 21 

 
 
 This James isn’t mentioned as much in the Bible.  
But from historical documents we find out that 
James, the son of Alphaeus traveled all throughout 
Judea and Samaria teaching.  Eventually he traveled 
down to Egypt where he was martyred.  
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 Thaddaeus is also called Jude or Judas.  
Historians believed Thaddaeus was his nickname.  
 
 Thaddaeus went to Armenia after Christ’s death 
and resurrection and preached there with 
Bartholomew for a while. 
 
 He was eventually martyred in Armenia as well. 
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 Simon is also called Simon the Zealot.  This may 
be because he was zealous, or excited, about what 
he was doing, or may be because he was part of a 
group called the Zealots. 
 
 We don’t know. 
 
 Simon probably went to Egypt after Jesus’ 
resurrection, and eventually traveled to Persia.  
There he refused to sacrifice to the Persian gods, 
much like Daniel wouldn’t bow down either, and so 
Simon was martyred because of what he believed.  
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 Jesus chose Judas Iscariot to be one of his 
disciples.  Even when Jesus chose Judas He knew 
what Judas was going to do. 
 
 After Judas betrayed Jesus to the Jews, he felt 
so guilty he killed himself. 
 
 After Pentecost the remaining 11 disciples chose 
another man, Matthais, to replace Judas. 
 
 Matthais worked in Israel for a while and 
possibly went into Ethiopia where he worked with 
cannibals. 
 
 Early church historians do not agree on what 
happened to Matthais.  Some say he died in 
Jerusalem of stoning, others say he was martyred in 
Ethiopia, and others say he died of old age.  
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 Many church leaders believe Paul was the actual 
replacement for Judas. 
 
 Paul saw Jesus alive and in the clouds and 
became a driving force behind the spread of 
Christianity.  After he was jailed in Rome, he wrote 
much of the New Testament to answer questions in 
the churches he founded. 
 
 Eventually Paul was beheaded when the 
Emperor Nero persecuted Christians.  Because Paul 
was a Roman citizen he was not able to be crucified.  
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For this lesson I am not dividing questions up by 
age 
 
Instead take some time to pray for the persecuted 
church throughout the world and for those who are 
working to spread God’s word.  Links for 
missionaries throughout the world are included in 
the Online section below. 
 
Activities 
1. Have your older kids research how we know 

about each of the apostles’ lives and fill out the 
included chart. 

2. Pick a country and find out about missionaries 
who went there and how they reached that 
country. 

 
Online 

1. How did the Apostles die- 
http://www.prayerfoundation.org/how_apost
les_died.htm  

http://www.prayerfoundation.org/how_apostles_died.htm
http://www.prayerfoundation.org/how_apostles_died.htm
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2. Why replace Judas with Matthais only to 
replace him with Paul?  
http://christianity.stackexchange.com/questio
ns/12449/why-appoint-matthias-to-replace-
judas-only-to-later-appoint-paul-as-a-
thirteenth  

3. Serving Persecuted Christians (has great 
information about persecuted Christians and 
prayer pages for several countries)- 
http://www.opendoorsusa.org/  

4. Voice of the Martyrs- 
http://www.persecution.com/  

  

http://christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/12449/why-appoint-matthias-to-replace-judas-only-to-later-appoint-paul-as-a-thirteenth
http://christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/12449/why-appoint-matthias-to-replace-judas-only-to-later-appoint-paul-as-a-thirteenth
http://christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/12449/why-appoint-matthias-to-replace-judas-only-to-later-appoint-paul-as-a-thirteenth
http://christianity.stackexchange.com/questions/12449/why-appoint-matthias-to-replace-judas-only-to-later-appoint-paul-as-a-thirteenth
http://www.opendoorsusa.org/
http://www.persecution.com/
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Disciple Historical 

reference 

What happened to them 

Peter   

James   

John   

Andrew   

Philip   

Bartholomew   

Matthew   

Thomas   

James   

Simon Zealot   

Judas/ 

Thaddaeus 

  

Judas Iscariot   

Paul   

 


