
Moses, the Ten Commandments, 
and a Big Mistake 
Exodus 19:1-32:35 
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The Israelites had been traveling for three 
months and finally reached Mount Sinai.  God 
came to rest there and told them to get ready to 
meet with Him. 

 
aƻǎŜǎ ǊŜƭŀȅŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ άYou must 

be clean to meet with God.  Wash your clothes 
and take a bath.  You have three days to ready 
yourselves to meet with God, and on the third 
day God will meet with us.  ON that day anyone 
who touches the mountain will die.  Only when 
ǘƘŜ ǊŀƳΩǎ ƘƻǊƴ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƎƻΦέ 

 
¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ Řŀȅ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƭƻǳŘ ƘƻǾŜǊŜŘ 

over the mountain, lightning flashed and 
ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊ ōƻƻƳŜŘΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǊǳƳōƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
cloud calling Moses up.  

 
 Moses climbed up the mountain and God 
instructed him on what man should do.
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 άL !a ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ 
you out of Egypt.  You are my people and I am 
your God. 

 
Do not make an idol to worship.  I love 

you too much to share with another. 
Do not use my name as a joke or 

something you swear. 
Rest, work six days and then rest, just as 

I did when I created the world. 
Respect your Mom and Dad. 
Do not murder. 
Love only your husband or your wife. 
Do not steal. 
Do not lie about other people. 
5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǎǘǳŦŦΦέ 
 
Moses listened eagerly to all God said.  God 

continued to teach Moses for forty days.  He 
taught Moses how to treat friends and how to 
treat strangers.  God told him what to do when 
someone steals or if someone is murdered. 

Moses listened and remembered it.
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As Moses learned all of this, the people 
waited and waited for him.  Finally they were 
ŦŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ !ŀǊƻƴΣ άaƻǎŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ 
left us and who knows what will happen to us.  
¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ŀ ƎƻŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦέ 

 
ά¢ŀƪŜ ƻŦŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƧŜǿŜƭǊȅ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƳŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ !ŀǊƻn. 
 
They brought their gold and their jewelry, 

and Aaron made them a golden calf. 
 
IŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ 

God Israel who brought you out of Egypt.  
¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜŀǎǘΗέ
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