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The parable of the Dinner Guests 

Luke 15:14-24 
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 While Jesus, the Pharisees, and his disciples 

were at dinner one of the guests called out, “God 

smiles on the man who eats at the kingdom of 

God!” 

 

 Jesus looked around at the guests and started to 

tell a story.
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 Once a man was throwing a party and invited 

many guests.  They all said yes and he happily got 

his house ready for the party. 

 

 Finally the house was all ready and he called 

his servant over, “Go tell everyone it is time to 

come.”  

 

 The servant bowed and hurried to gather the 

guests.
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 “It’s time to come to the party!” he happily 

announced to the first guest. 

 

 But the guest frowned and said, “I just bought 

this new farm and I want to go see it, maybe next 

time.” 

 

 The servant frowned, but left the man.
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 Disappointed the servant went to the next 

guest, “It’s time to come to the party!” he said. 

 

 “I’d love to come,” he said, but I just bought 5 

yoke of oxen.  I want to see how much they can 

pull, maybe next time.” 

 

 The servant shook his head at this guest, and 

continued on.
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 Discouraged the servant continued on.  “It’s 

time to come to the party,” he said trying to smile. 

 

 “Well……  You see, it’s like this, I just got 

married and I want to stay home with my new wife, 

and she’s pretty, maybe next time.” 

 

 The servant visited all of the guests and they all 

said, “Maybe next time.”
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 Dejected the servant returned home and told 

everything to his master.  As his master listened he 

became more and more angry. 

 

 “Maybe next time?  Go out and ask the poor, 

the crippled, the blind to come.” 
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 The servant went out into the streets and asked 

as many people as he could find.  He brought back 

many people to the party.  Some were poor, some 

couldn’t walk, some were blind, and all of them 

were happy to come to the party.
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 “Sir, there is still room for more, what should I 

do?” the servant asked. 

 

 “Go out into the country, ask anyone you see.  

Travel far and wide and find me more guests.  I 

will not let those first invited to come to my party.” 

 

 Finally the table was full, and the Master had 

quite a party.  Everyone enjoyed themselves and 

was happy.  The new guests enjoyed themselves 

very much.  
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Questions 
 

Youngers 

1. Did the original guests say they would come 

to the party? 

2. What excuses did the guests give for not 

coming? 

3. How do you think the master felt? 

4. Who came to the party? 

5. Did the servant work hard? 

 

Middles 

1. Who does the master represent? 

2. Who does the servant represent 

3. Can you come up with similar types of 

excuses for not coming? 

4. Do you think they were good excuses? 

5. Did the servant work hard?  Reread the Bible 

story and give examples of how he worked 

hard. 

6. Do you think the guests who did come to the 

party had been to a party before?  Why not? 
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Olders 

1. Read Isaiah 25:6 and Luke 14:15.  What do 

you notice about these two feasts? 

2. Exploring Luke 14:15 further, read the 

beginning part of this chapter, v. 1-14.  With 

the beginning of the chapter in mind what do 

you think is this man’s motivation for saying 

that?  Is he wishing to be in heaven?  Is he 

congratulating Jesus on chastising them?  

What is his reasoning?  Does that make sense 

with the parable Jesus tells? 

3. Who do you think the servant is?  Give 

support from the Bible. 

4. Who are the guests who did not come to the 

party? 

5. Who are the guests who did come? Read Luke 

14:21 and Matthew 21:32, Luke 15:1-2 

6. Who are the final guests who came to the 

party? Read Luke 14:23 and Ephesians 2:12, 

Luke 19:10 

7. Read Luke 14:12-14, and compare it to this 

story. 
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Projects 

1. Throw a party, but invite people who you 

usually wouldn’t invite. 

2. Act out the story, ham up their excuses for not 

coming. 

 

 


