Peter and Cornelius
Acts 10:1-11:18
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In the town of Caesarea lived a Roman
centurion named Cornelius. He was a member of
the Italian Cohort and was stationed in Judea.
He was a devout man who worshipped at the
local synagogue and gave lots of money to the poor.
One afternoon as he was praying, God sent him
a vision of an angel.
“Send men to Joppa and there you will find
Peter staying at the house of Simon the tanner by
the sea.”
Immediately Cornelius called two of his servants
and a soldier who were also God-fearers. He
ordered them down to Joppa to find this man called
Peter.
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The next day while Peter was praying on the
roof of the house of Simon the tanner, he became
very hungry.
“Can we have lunch soon? I just realized I was
hungry” Peter asked. Simon said he’d prepare a
meal.
Peter went back to praying and was
immediately caught up in a vision.
The heavens opened up and a sheet was
lowered to him. In the sheet were all sorts of
animals, sheep, pigs, snakes, birds. There were
both clean and unclean animals.
Peter stared at the sheet trying to figure out
what he was supposed to do.
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Suddenly a voice rang out, “Rise Peter, kill and
eat.”
“What? No Lord, I have never eaten an unclean
animal. I have kept pure,” Peter answered.
“What God has made clean, do not call
unclean.” The voice called again.
Again Peter refused, and again the animals were
offered to eat. Three times this happened. Then
Peter awoke.
He sat back in confusion, what was he supposed
to do with this?
As Peter pondered all of this, Cornelius men
arrived knocking on the door asking for Peter.
The Holy Spirit nudged Peter, “There are three
men downstairs looking for you. Go with them, for I
sent them.”
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Peter walked downstairs and looked at the
Roman soldier and the two servants. Why was God
sending him to Gentiles? He stepped forward and
said, “I am the one you’re looking for. Why have
you come?”
The soldier said, “My Centurion fears God, and
God sent him a vision telling him to find you and
bring you to him. We have come to request you
come with us.”
“Well come in,” Peter said, “and we will set out
in the morning.
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The next day, they reached Caesarea about
dusk, and went to Cornelius’ house. Peter was
surprised as he walked in; the house was packed
with people.
“I knew you were bringing word from God,”
Cornelius explained, “So I invited all of my family
and friends to hear your news.” Then Cornelius
bowed down low before Peter.
Peter reached over to Cornelius and pulled him
back up, “I am just a man like you. Do not worship
me.”
Peter looked around the room and said in a loud
voice, “You know that Jews don’t associate with
Gentiles, but God has told me there is neither Jew
nor Gentile. We are all equal before God.”
Then Peter told them all about Jesus, and God’s
plan. They listened in amazement as they heard
how Jesus died for them to pay their debt, and how
he rose again 3 days later.
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As Peter spoke Cornelius believed and all of his
friends and family did as well. Peter saw the Holy
Spirit come down on them and they began to speak
in tongues.
Peter turned to his friends who had come with
him, “Is there any reason we can’t baptize these
men right now?” They all shook their heads in
amazement.
Peter took them to a nearby pond and baptized
them all.
“Please stay,” Cornelius asked, “We want to
hear more of Jesus.” So Peter stayed for several
days teaching all about Jesus before returning to
Jerusalem.
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When Peter returned, people began to grumble
that he had eaten with a Gentile and told God’s
promise to them. “It’s bad enough Samaritans are
believers now, but to tell God’s good news to a
Gentile? That’s ridiculous,” one muttered under his
breath.
Peter stood up and stared at them all long and
hard, “As I was staying in Joppa God came to me
and showed me God’s promise is for Gentiles as
well. He showed me we are not limited by clean
and unclean anymore. We can eat whatever we
want. God showed me believers can be Jew,
Gentile, Samaritan, it does not matter. God loves
them all. Jesus died for them all”
They were amazed at Peter’s words and fell
silent as they thought. Then one by one they stood
up and praised God, “Praise our glorious Creator
because He can save anyone.”
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Questions
Younger Kids
1. What was Cornelius doing when God spoke to
him?
2. What type of food did God offer to Peter? Why
didn’t Peter want to eat it?
3. Who did Peter say could be saved by God? Is
there anyone God can’t save?
Middle Kids
1. What is a God-fearer? Read Acts 10:2.
2. Why is it a big deal Peter is staying with Simon
the tanner? Read Numbers 19:11.
3. Why do you think the food was offered three
times? Read Acts 10:16.
4. Why was it significant that Cornelius had
gathered his friends and family to meet Peter?
Read Acts 10:24. What does this say about
Cornelius’ face?
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Older Guys
1. Read Acts 10:3-5. What do you learn? Why is
this significant at this point in Acts? (Hint, think of
who this man is, and what Jews think of him)
2. Read Acts 10:11-16. Why do you think this
happened three times? What has God called you
to that challenged your thinking?
3. Read Acts 10:34-35 and Galatians 3:28. How
might we phrase these verses today? What
barriers do we put up to the Gospel today?
Activities
1. Read Deuteronomy 14:3-20. Draw pictures of
the unclean animals. Why do you think God chose
them to be unclean? Is there something wrong or
different about these animals?
Online
1. Peter and Cornelius lesson and visualshttp://kidsbibledebjackson.blogspot.com/2012/1
0/cornelius-peters-vision.html
2. Peter and Cornelius online games and ideashttp://gardenofpraise.com/bibl59s.htm
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3. Sunday School lesson- http://ministry-tochildren.com/cornelius-and-peter-lesson/
4. Another Sunday School lessonhttp://storage.cloversites.com/waipunachapel/do
cuments/lesson%2011_2.pdf
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